GOPIO PASSES SERIES OF RESOLUTIONS AT GOPIO CONVENTION 2011 IN DELHI 

The following are the resolutions passed at the GOPIO Convention 2011 held in New Delhi on January 6, 2011. 

RESOLUTION 1 

Image of India as a Country 

Whereas the Indian Diaspora is proud to note the tremendous progress India has made in important fields like technology, nuclear energy, and economy and has emerged as the most qualified nation to occupy a seat at the UN Security Council as a permanent member; and, 

Whereas the image of India and its Diaspora is so intertwined that both the positives and the negatives of each affects the other; that is, both have stakes in each others’ prosperity; and, 

Whereas the prevalent corruption in India has brought shame to the Diaspora. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO brings this issue to the attention of the Government of India at the highest level so the image of India would no longer be tarnished by corruption and India will take its legitimate place at the Security Council. 

RESOLUTION 2 

Inconsistent Policies of Government of India 

WHEREAS the Indian Diaspora expresses its gratitude to the Government of India for some of its visionary policies and appropriate actions such as Organizing Pravasi Bhartiya Divas, Creation of PIO and OCI cards, and facilitating voting by NRIs; and, 

WHEREAS on the other hand, there are certain actions that are not well-thought out such as imposing a burden in the form of “Surrender Certificate,” taxation on NRIs & PIOs for staying in India for more than 60 days at a time, etc; and. 

WHEREAS the Indian Diaspora understands the Government of India’s concern about its security and financial needs; and, 

WHEREAS the Indian Diaspora claims to be the most committed Diaspora to welfare of India and wishes to offer itself for creating much stronger ties with India through a two-way consultation to create an environment of cooperation to avoid India’s action that are injurious to PIOs and NRIs. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a mechanism be set up by Government of India where the Indian Diaspora can offer its suggestions on matters pertaining to its welfare and can stop convoluted policies of the government from being initiated. 

RESOLUTION 3 

Taxes on NRIs after stay of 60 days in India 

WHEREAS non-resident Indians (NRIs) continue to have deeply inherent emotional feelings of affection and connection towards their motherland India and continue to travel to visit family and friends, to look after personal property and/or to conduct business; and, 

WHEREAS such visits to India by non-resident Indians (NRIs) bring much economic benefits to India in the form of investments, sharing of acquired skills, expenditures for travel, purchases, gifts and expenses incurred; and, 

WHEREAS such visits additionally continue to nurture closeness to India in the form of family 

connections, conduct of business, personal and property transactions, and enhance cultural preservation and promotion outside of India among Indians and non-Indians; and, 

WHEREAS the number of such visits continue to increase as the number of non-resident Indians (NRIs) working and living in other countries continue to increase annually; and, 

WHEREAS the proposed taxation of non-resident Indians (NRIs) who stay beyond fifty nine (59) days during a single visit to India is a discriminatory, harsh and unnecessary burden on the visiting non-resident Indians (NRIs); and, 

WHEREAS certain actions, such as OCI card, and organizing the PBDs indicate desire of Government of India to connect with the Indian Diaspora and bring the relationship between India and Diaspora closer 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO takes up the issue with Government of India on proposed taxation of NRIs and their assets of those who stay beyond 60 days during a single visit be voided to preserve the goodwill that exists between India and its NRIs. 

RESOLUTION 4 

International Indian Emigration Day 

WHEREAS the global Indian Diaspora outside of India currently numbers about 25 million residing in several countries; and 

WHEREAS most of these PIOs are the descendants of Indian laborers who emigrated from India during the 18th and 19th centuries and the early part of the 20th century; and, 

WHERAS the first arrival of indentured laborers to each major former British colony is designated as “Indian Arrival Day” and is proudly observed annually with social and cultural events; and, 

WHEREAS countries such as Guyana, Mauritius, South Africa, Suriname, Fiji, Trinidad, Guadeloupe and others with significant population of PIOs hold major events marking their respective “Arrival Day;” and, 

WHEREAS the respective dates of “Arrival Day” of individual countries are different because the date of arrival of the first ship was designated as the “Arrival Day” for each country; and, 

WHEREAS in some cases the population of PIOs is relatively small and their respective “Arrival Day” is hardly observed, although there is a desire to mark the date in some meaningful and significant manner. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO commits itself to obtain global diaspora collaboration to identify and designate a single, universal date that would appeal to all PIOs as a common date that can be observed by all and used in a significant way to better connect the Diaspora and that date could be called International Indian Emigration Day. 

RESOLUTION 5 

Consular Services for NRIs and PIOs 

WHEREAS the global population of non-resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) living outside of India is increasing at a rapid rate; and 

WHEREAS the staff assigned to the Indian Missions abroad was based upon decades old data rendering the current staff strength hopelessly inadequate; and 

WHEREAS the workload due to variety of services such as renewal of passports, new and renewal/transfer of visas, Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cards, Person of Indian Origin (PIO) cards, Indian passport surrender matters, and other matters relating to Indian expatriates interests has overwhelmingly increased; and, 

WHEREAS the information provided by many consular offices are neither consistent nor reflective of information provided to non-resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) , 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO strongly urge the Government of India to take prompt action to resolve these issues in order for its consular offices to better serve its non-resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) in more effective and efficient ways. 

RESOLUTION 6 

Policies & Practices of GOI 

Whereas the Indian Diaspora expresses its satisfaction with the Government of India for taking appropriate actions at certain requests made by the Diaspora such as Voting Rights for NRIs and allowing OCI card holders to practice their profession in India; and 

Whereas the practices and procedures established by Government of India pursuant to the good policies are so cumbersome and impractical that the gains made through the policies are completely jeopardized by the practices and procedures. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RSOLVED that GOPIO takes this matter of mismatch between the policies and practices with Government of India so that the wish of the government and the Diaspora can be fulfilled. 

RESOLUTION 7 

Rajya Sabha Seats for Non Resident Indians (NRIs) 

Whereas, the 10.0 million Non-Resident Indians living outside India constitute an important force and represent a tremendous resource in intellectual, technical, scientific, professional, economic, trade, and entrepreneurial excellence with high potential and interest to contribute to the well-being and prosperity of their motherland; and, 

Whereas, the NRI community has emerged as an important factor in promoting India's interest, in shaping relations between "host" and the "home" countries and in steering a dynamic shift in India's economic and political advantage in the world affairs; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to nominate a few prominent NRIs as members of the Rajya Sabha (the Upper House of Parliament) so as to reinforce and further integrate the bonds between India and the overseas NRI/PIO community. 

RESOLUTION 8 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas & Problems at Delhi Airport 

WHEREAS the Bharatiya Pravasi Divas (PBD) is celebrated around January 9, the date of return of Mahatma Gandhi to India, and 

WHEREAS this time of the year is much more convenient for the NRIs/PIOs to travel to India due to the Winter break for students at schools and colleges and in their employment schedule, thus creating a heavier traffic, and 

WHEREAS Delhi Airport becomes victim to the fog rendering the flight schedules ineffective this making the travel plans unpredictable, inconvenient and quite often frustrating, and 

WHEREAS technology exists to help minimize flight landing/take-off disruptions to a minimum. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to address this issue of fog at Delhi Airport or Change the dates of PBDs. 

RESOLUTION 9 

Registration Fee Surcharges & Additional Fee for Late Registration at PBDs 

WHEREAS the NRIs & PIOs are delighted to participate in the PBDs and do not mind paying a Registration Fee of $200; but there is an irritant attached to it and that is the surcharge charged by the GOI contractors for clearing the Charge Cards Payments over this amount; and, 

WHEREAS legitimate business concerns routinely absorb this surcharge as an expense of doing business; and 

WHEREAS the PBD organizers put a surcharge of additional $50.00 for registration after a certain date that has already passed by the time the PBD Organizers send the info to the Indian Missions Abroad and to the NRIs & PIOs which creates a very poor image of India; in fact, there should be an “early-bird” discount for those who register early; and, 

WHEREAS several participants have complained that charges vary by a few dollars due to exchange rates and they fail to understand that if the fee is fixed in dollars, why exchange rates should even be considered; and, 

WHEREAS the NRIs & PIOs fully realize that this small amount of surcharge or additional fee imposed for a late registration would neither make them poor nor make the GOI any richer than she already is; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOI seriously consider this small and insignificant problem that servers only as an irritant to the participants and tarnishes the image of PBDs. 

RESOLUTION 10 

Terrorism: Safety of Life & Property 

WHEREAS it is very disturbing to NRIs & PIOs that attacks on civilian population by terrorists have become very common; and, 

WHEREAS the state and central governments have miserably failed to secure the safety of life and property of its citizens which is the basic function of every government; and 

WHEREAS despite our persistent requests to the Government of India on this issue, the situation has further deteriorated; and 

WHEREAS even when the terrorists are apprehended the court process is so slow that the penal system instead of being a deterrent it encourages terrorism; for example Mumbai attack and no execution of Afzal Guru yet. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge Government of India to take strong actions to protect its citizens since state governments have failed to protect the life and property of its citizens. 

RESOLUTION 11 

Investments In Properties & Disputes 

WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs are keeping their emotional ties alive to their motherland by maintaining their hereditary property; and 

WHEREAS NRIs/PIOs are committed to contribute financially and otherwise to the growth and progress of India; and, 

WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs have substantially invested and/ or are in the process of investing in residential and commercial real estates; and, 

WHEREAS there has been a growing number of scams against NRIs/PIOs hereditary, Residential and Commercial properties; and, 

WHEREAS due to growing property scam NRIs/PIOs are being greatly discouraged to invest in India; and, 

WHEREAS one of the main reasons for these growing scams against NRIs/PIOs is that the NRIs/PIOs are at a great disadvantage to contest property issues in courts in India –due to the length of the time (15-20 years) it takes, and/or due to the fact that in both civil and criminal cases NRIs/PIOs need to be present on many occasions before the court, and 

WHEREAS despite several attempts to bring this problem to the attention of the Central Government Agencies and Ministers no corrective measures have been taken so far. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to enact legislation to designate Fast Track Courts for NRIs/PIOs for the speedy settlement of their property issues. 

RESOLUTION 12 

Divorces and Child Custody in Indian Courts 

WHEREAS in the modern society divorces are becoming more common impacting the issues related to child custody; and, 

WHEREAS in the case of Diaspora if one of the spouses happens to be an Indian and somehow if the child happens to be India with the Indian parent; and, 

WHEREAS the Courts in India take an inordinate time to resolve the issue and the court system is so prohibitively expensive that the spouse from outside India has no hope of getting justice in custody cases. 

THEREFORE, BE IT REOLVED that GOPIO take up this issue with proper authorities to address the issue of Child Custody so that the parents living outside India do not suffer unnecessary hardship. 

